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#FUNDTHETRUST! 
 

     As the 2016 Legislative 
Session draws to a close 
this week – an assumption 
is sadly in place that we will 
be back in the trenches for 
this battle again in 2017. 
While the last two years 
have been progressively 
more successful, Legislators 
remain reluctant to embrace 
the will of the people and 
Fund the Trust!

An idea has been bouncing around for the past month, and has been received pretty well 
at three District meetings these past two weeks – as well as at a meeting of the IACCBE 
Winterfest Planning Committee last week (pictured above). Stay tuned for additional info 
following a meeting of the IACCB Board of Directors on May 13th where the project will be 
conceptually and financially reviewed We will have seven months to prepare for the 2017 
Legislative Session, and we need to take full advantage of the time available to us! Our 
elected officials indicate that they need “….to hear from their constituents!” It will be only 
our pleasure to bring that experience to them!  (Pictured above is the IACCBE Winterfest 
Planning Committee from their April 19th meeting in Story County – many thanks to these District, Affiliate and 
other representatives that share their time and talents for the broader good of Iowa’s CCB system!) 

mycountyparks.com 

 SAVE THE DATE:  
 

The IACCB Calendar is also 

available online  ‐ which 

also provides agenda info. 

and mapping directions: 

IACCB link on MCP.com 
 

* May 13 – IACCB Board of 

Directors Mtg.– Des Moines 

* May 19 – District 4 Mtg. – 

Mills County 

* June 8 – Visitor Protection 

Workshop – Iowa CCB 

* June 15 – District 6 Mtg. – 

Linn County 

* July 12‐13 – CCPOA Exec. 

Meeting – Boone Co. 

* Aug. 1 – Renewal of IACCB 

FY2017 Memberships due 

* Aug. 18 – District 4 Mtg. – 

Montgomery County 

* Oct. 3‐5 – CCPOA 32nd Fall 

Workshop – Johnston 

* Jan. 24‐26 – WINTERFEST 

2017 ‐ Waterloo 

 

 

The IACCB Newsletter is 

produced on a periodic basis, and 

provided in digital format as a 

membership benefit to IACCB 

Members and stakeholders. 

MacBride 

IACCB@MyCountyParks.com       (515) 963‐9582
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IACCB 2016            

Fall Conference 

September 15‐17 

FY2017 IACCB MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
May 1st has been our traditional target date to have 
the coming fiscal year IACCB Membership renewal 
materials in your hands. Look for these items to arrive 
to your email inboxes within the next week, The 
deadline for renewals will be August 1st. IACCB has 
been proud to represent ALL 99 CCBs for the past 
couple of years – our collective,  coordinated presence 

has a huge impact in Iowa on many levels! Thanks! 

CAROL WILLIAMS (Story CCB) TO RETIRE!  
Somewhere along the way, we quit counting the years – we have 
the best jobs in the world, so one great day rolls into another!  
So, come May 26th we will bid adieu to Carol Williams – exiting a 
“Story-ied” career that has spanned three decades!  Carol has 
been a fixture in our CCB system on so many leadership fronts, 
we have lost count of those too.  Join the Story CCB as they host 
a celebratory event on Thursday, May 26th – 5:00 – 7:00 PM at 
the Story Co. Conservation Center in McFarland Park – Ames, IA.  

Congrats, Carol! 

Best Wishes  



 

   

Welcome to PCCB's annual tree and 
shrub sale.  Here you will find a good 
selection of shade trees, evergreens, fruit 
trees, and shrubs, all suitable for Iowa 
climate zone 4.   PCCB will also help 
plant your trees and shrubs. Planting 
costs are $1.00 per bare root shrub and 
$10.00 for shade trees and container 
evergreens. There is a $25 minimum 
charge.  PCCB also has a shrub planter 
to rent  - $25/day. (PCCB website info.) 

POCAHONTAS CCB HOSTS APRIL 20th DISTRICT 3 MEETING 
 

      The troops from District 3 gathered at the PCCB county headquarters in 
Pocahontas this past week – participating in good discussions, and reveling 
in a memorable luncheon of smoked ribs! The ol’ adage “Miss a meeting – 
miss a bunch” sure rang true this day! Following lunch, attendees were able 
to explore the PCCB operational hub – including the very unique (to the 
CCB system) Tree/Shrub Sales operation. A tour of the climate-controlled 
storage facility and associated shop was provided, along with the detailed 
operation of this specialized county conservation program. 

NWTF - 2017 SUPERFUND RFP’S DUE 
The Iowa State Chapter of the National Wild Turkey 
Federation is now seeking applications for projects for the 
2017 Superfund period.  RFP’s are due by July 1 2016.  
All applications will be scored by the Iowa Superfund 
Committee and recommendations made to the Iowa 
Board of Directors at the next quarterly meeting.  If you 
have any questions please feel free to contact Rick 
Horton NWTF Regional Biologist or Jim Coffey Iowa 
DNR NWTF Technical Representative -  641.774.2958 

       PCCB has provided this 
service to local and regional 
customers for many years. All 
revenues from this enterprise are 
available to the CCB for 
maintenance and operations - and 
do not go into the general county 
fund. This has enabled the PCCB 
to add and maintain facilities and 
equipment which may not 
otherwise have funding available. 

PCCB – (712) 335-4395 

IN THE 

PORTAL!

RECORD JOB POSTINGS - 16  FULL-TIME OPENINGS LISTED ON CCB WEBSITE! 
 

WOW – a full 3% of all the full-time positions available within our statewide county conservation system are 
currently open for application! (Listing on the last page of this newsletter) Please share our website and this 
information with individuals or organizations that you have contact with to assist these CCBs in their recruitment 
efforts! This would also be a good time for those of you that have jobs listed with those “Open Until Filled” 
application deadlines to consider if you still need the postings active, or to re-post them. Many of them are well 
beyond that 90-day threshold of being considered as a “stale”. HINT: Re-posting them will bring them back to the top 
of the listings for their category – thanks for checking into this for us! 



   

IACCB NEWSLETTERS MIGRATE TO MONTHLY 
 

      Improved abilities to communicate during recent 
years has better allowed us to network our great 
system! Perhaps the advent of email back in the ‘80s 
was the pre-curser to this eventuality, but there are a 
couple of main reasons for this shift: 
 

1. Job notices are “live” online, and the 
EMPLOYMENT link on our website has earned the 
reputation as THE place to go to when one is looking 
for   county conservation employment. CCBs also now 
have the ability to post, tweak and control the online 
presence of their job listings. 
2. The new online calendar of events now serves our 
industry as a 24/7 location to check for upcoming 
meetings and other activities – AND, provides us the 
ability to upload agendas and maps as needed. 
 

       These two established features have historically 
been the main emphasis of our newsletters – 
technology now allows both to be available at any time. 
During the legislative session we will continue to 
alternate the LEGISLATIVE UPDATE from our lobbyist 
with the IACCB Newsletter each week – with more 
urgent CALL TO ACTION communications, etc. as 
warranted. This new schedule should lessen the load of 
communications in your inboxes!  

UPDATING THE CCB UN-MET NEEDS LISTING 
 

      As you may recollect – this listing was birthed for 
the 2015 legislative session, and eventually amassed 
38 pages of data from 86 county conservation boards in 
March of 2016. The IWILL Coalition came to rely 
heavily on this resource as a tool to document the need 
to FUND THE TRUST, and it was one of only a few 
testimonials distributed during final committee hearings 
of the 2016 Legislative Session. 
      Operating with the assumption that the battle will 
continue into the 2017 session – we should consider 
updating the document. So two things - #1) If you are 
one of the 15 CCBs yet to submit information – here’s 
your chance!; and, #2) Have a look in the PORTAL at 
what exists for your CCB, and if you should like to 
update it – please send it along in….thanks! 
 



 

   

2017 VISITOR PROTECTION & EMPLOYEE SAFETY WORKSHOP – Wednesday, June 8th  
 

          A 2017 edition of the CCPOA/IACCB Visitor Protection & Employee Safety Workshop will be hosted by the 
Iowa County Conservation Board at the Lake Iowa Nature Center near Ladora, IA. In one form or another, this 
workshop has been hosted at various locations since 1976 – originally designed to provide training and awareness 
for CCB and DNR seasonal staff to prepare them for their summer duties. While the format and agenda has morphed 
– the mission remains the same. This year, the program will provide awareness sessions on: ALICE Training (Alert, 
Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate); Severe Weather Preparedness; Ritualistic Crime & Gang Activity; Drug 
Awareness – Trends in Eastern Iowa; and, “The Park Visitor Mentality & You!” 
        Look forward to additional registration information for this workshop in the weeks ahead. The only anticipated 
cost for this event may be for a catered lunch. Tentative classroom times will be 9:00 AM to 2:30 PM. Many THANKS 
to the Iowa CCB for stepping up to host one of these awareness workshops for 2017! 

REAP – CEP GRANTS DUE MAY 15th! 
REMINDER:  REAP CEP grant applications are due May 15th by 5 
p.m. CST unless that day falls on a weekend or a day when state 
offices are closed. In that event, grant applications are due by 5 
p.m. CST on the next business day (Monday) For the applications, 
manuals, and more, visit the REAP CEP website address below: 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/REAP/REAP-Funding-at-Work/Conservation-Education  

IACCB 2016 ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE – “NO BOUNDARIES” – Hamilton/Webster Counties 
 

September 15-17, 2016 – Fort Dodge Best Western Starlite 
       Stand-by for the program and registration materials for the 57th Annual IACCB Fall Conference! The planning 
committee from Hamilton & Webster CCBs has been working hard the past many months to put together an 
exceptional event for us all this fall – plan to join them for a “No Boundaries” approach to County Conservation in 
North Central Iowa! This theme exemplifies the often found alternative ways to work together and put aside political 
adversaries - including CCB/DNR partnerships for employment, county-to-county equipment sharing, and partnered 
marketing between these two counties. Much has changed in the 30 years since these two counties last hosted the 
Fall Conference – they are excited to have us all return as their guests! 
       The online link to conference information is below – already posted is the exhibitor information, as well as the 
phone number for your lodging reservations at the Best Western. The conference registration packet should be 
posted to this website within the next couple of weeks – look forward to the email announcement soon! 

Conference Link: http://mycountyparks.weebly.com/2016-fall-conference.html 



   IACCBE WINTERFEST PLANNING 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 

      The IACCBE regimen of planning 
meetings towards the 2017 edition of 
WINTERFEST have commenced! 
Generally meeting on the third 
Tuesday each month from February 

thru July/August - the location of the meetings 
alternates between Story and Marshall counties 
depending on site availability. Winterfest 2017 is 
scheduled for January 22 - 24 at the Five Sullivan 
Brothers Convention Center in Waterloo. 

Overview of meeting in Story Co. – 4/19/2016 

L to R: Amanda Bieber (Linn), Bob Etzel (Tama) 

and Joe Mayhew (Union) 

The committee is close to finalizing the selection of two 
quality keynote presenters for 2017 – and also working 
through a “laundry list” of nearly 60 presenters – of 
which 40+ are needed to fill concurrent slots during the 
3-day conference. Many of these potential sessions are 
generated from previous event evaluation forms, as 
well as suggestions from the committee members. If 
you have seen a session, or know of a great presenter 
we should have on the agenda at Winterfest 2017 – 
pass the information along! The Vice Chairperson of 
each IACCB District serves on this committee as a 
representative of his/her District. Hats off to this group 
of employees for their dedication and hard work each 
year in bringing us the quality production of Winterfest! 



 

 http://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/Default.aspx 
 1. GUTHRIE Co. – Natural Resource Manager 
 2. HARDIN Co. – Conservation Technician 
 3. HARDIN Co. – Interpretive Program Assistant 
 4. MITCHELL Co. – Trails Mgr. / Resource Technician 
 5. VAN BUREN Co. – Exec. Director  / Operations Mgr. 
 6. WOODBURY Co. – Resource Technician 
 7. BENTON Co. – Executive Director 
 8. DICKINSON Co. – Recycle Office Clerk 
 9. DICKINSON Co. – Recycling Technician 

 10. MONONA Co. – Part-Time Naturalist 
 11. JOHNSON Co. -  Park Ranger I 
 12. BOONE Co. – Naturalist / Ranger 
 13. DICKINSON Co. – Natural Resource Tech. (Part Time) 
 14. BLACK HAWK Co. – Assistant Program Coordinator 
 15. BLACK HAWK Co. – Maintenance I Worker 
 16. TAYLOR Co. – Conservation Director 
 17. TEMPORARY POSITIONS – 37+ opportunities   
listed on website 

Full Time Employment 

Seasonal/Part‐Time – Listed on website 

WINTERFEST MEMENTO IN ACTION! 
 

The younger edition (son) of Mike Webb, Director for the Cerro Gordo 
County Conservation Board demonstrates the durable value of an 
IACCBE Winterfest memento from years gone by – remember that red & 
white IACCBE fishing lure? Well – a decade or so down the road it is still 
landing the lunkers in northern Iowa! Aside from the incredible historic and 
sentimental value – it is also transcends time with its durability!  

SEDGE MEADOW RESTORATION WORKSHOP - Ames 
 

Sponsored by the EPA, this workshop will focus on the state-of-the-art in sedge 
meadow restoration. Workshop speakers will discuss their past and ongoing 
research with the goal of transferring the latest research results to those working 
on wetland restorations in the Upper Midwest. This free workshop will take place 
on Friday, June 17th from 1-5 pm at the Quality Inn & Suites located at 2601 
East 13th Street, Ames, IA 50010. To reserve a place at the workshop, please 
RSVP by June 3 to Dr. Arnold van der Valk by email at valk@iastate.edu  

MONARCH “TRAIN THE TRAINER” WORKSHOP AT NEAL SMITH – May 6 & 7 
The Monarch Joint Venture will be putting on a two day workshop at Neal Smith National Wildlife 
Refuge on May 6-7 to provide training in several popular Monarch citizen science programs.  This is 
more of a “train the trainer” type event rather than open to the general public, geared towards 
preparing folks to recruit and train volunteers to work for Monarch conservation. If this sounds like 
something you’d be interested in, visit the “MONARCHS” file in the PORTAL for more information.  
(pre-registration is required).  A further description of what will be covered: “Protocols we cover 
include larvae density, milkweed density, and survival. We also cover protocols from other citizen 
science programs, including tagging, Journey North reporting, and Project Monarch Health testing 
for OE. With all this we cover how to ID monarchs to the instar, and how to ID milkweed plants.” 

IOWA TOURISM GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
 

The Iowa Tourism Grant program funds tourism-related marketing initiatives, 
meetings, events and professional development efforts. Applicants may submit 
up to two applications for awards ranging from $500-5,000. Applications will be 
available at iowagrants.gov on May 25 and due July 6. (Visit link below) 
LINK: http://www.traveliowa.com/aspx/media/industry_partners.aspx?itgrants=y  


