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* May 27 – REAP 25th
Anniversary – Capitol

PLEASE forward or make copies of this communication for your Board Members.

* June 11-12 – Visitor
Protection Workshop TBA
* June 12 – District 5 Mtg. –
Louisa CCB
* June 17 – District 6 Mtg. –
Iowa CCB
* July 1 – District 1 Mtg. –
Marshall CCB
* August 1 – FY2015 IACCB
Memberships Due
* September 25-27, 2014 –
IACCB Fall Conference in
Sioux City / Woodbury Co.
* Sept. 29 – October 1 –
CCPOA Fall Workshop
* Nov. 5-7 – IAN Fall
Workshop – Iowa CCB
The IACCB Newsletter is
produced on a periodic basis, and
provided in digital format as a
membership benefit to IACCB
Members and stakeholders.

A COUPLE MORE HURDLES TO SECURE $$$
Were it not for the collective efforts of many individuals and
organizations, REAP would not be at the historic $25 million cusp
where it sits today! Still, many of you may have already received
alerts from our partners with INHF and IEC this past week – even
though legislators have put $25 million in place for FY2015 – we still
have one more step in the process to guarantee the funding – signatures of the Governor!
1.

Please contact the Governor today and let him know you support
funding REAP at $25 million.
REAP funding is essential to support efforts for clean water and places for healthy
outdoor recreation. It helps to save our crucial topsoil and allows wildlife to flourish. REAP
programs educate Iowans of all ages on conservation essentials and allows communities to
protect their cultural treasures. All of these are important to Iowans today and draw young
families to our state. REAP improves Iowa’s economy and our quality of life. Once this
4.
funding comes to pass - it will immediately provide $5 million
(20% of all REAP funding) to
county conservation! This reflects $2 million in REAP grants, ~$15K to each CCB, and $1.5
million distributed amongst the eligible CCBs via the "Per Capita" formula! A WOW moment
in REAP's history and for ALL county conservation boards.
The legislature achieved this unparalleled funding level, an increase of $9 million over
last year, by combining resources in three different appropriation bills: $16 million in the
Agriculture and Natural Resources budget (HF 2458), $4 million in the Rebuild Iowa’s
Infrastructure Fund (RIIF) budget (SF 2349), and $5 million in the One-time
Spending/Debt Reduction Bill (SF2363). All three of these funding sources for REAP
could be line-item vetoed by the Governor. Don’t let that happen. Tell the Governor you
support funding REAP at $25 million.
The following link will take you to the website to contact the Governor – click on
“Register an Opinion” and enter your support: https://governor.iowa.gov/contact/ Or, feel
free to phone him at 515.281.5211 and register your support. ☺
The sample letter that follows on page two of this newsletter provides some “cut and
paste” language, or use your own words to let the Governor know how important REAP is to
Iowa. Just a couple clicks, a bit of cut & paste and your positive support will be registered!

SAMPLE “REAP SUPPORT” LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR
Governor Branstad,
You recognized the importance of REAP when you signed it into law 25 years ago, on May 27, 1989. You
understood then that Iowans value our state’s natural heritage and have a strong sense of responsibility for passing
on clean water, productive soils and a healthy environment for future generations.
You have an opportunity to honor that legacy by ensuring that REAP is funded at $25 million in recognition of its
25th anniversary.
I urge you to sign the legislation that provides for the $25 million in funding for REAP with no line-item vetoes.
Sincerely,
XYZ REAP Supporter
Thank you for taking time to let the Governor know of your support for REAP. Please feel free to forward this
request for action to your membership or friends. The more people he hears from the more likely we are to realize
$25 million for REAP.

2014 IACCB FALL CONFERENCE – Sioux City, IA
September 25-27, 2014
LODGING - Call 800-659-2220 and ask for the IACCB Room Block!!
Saturday’s concurrent sessions will offer something for everyone. Several sessions will
provide additional detailed information from Friday’s field trips giving you more opportunity to ask
questions and visit with the speakers. Other sessions will offer excellent insight into ideas you
can consider for your county conservation system. Concurrent sessions will include the
following:
Broken Kettle Grasslands (Scott Moats, TNC Director of Stewardship) – Find out why this
largest contiguous tract of remnant prairie left in Iowa is important and how TNC manages the
unique flora and fauna with fire and grazing strategies.
Wind and Solar Applications (Rob Hach, President of Wind and Solar Specialists) – This
session will discuss wind and solar projects of varying scales recently installed in Iowa and
provide you with potential solutions for your facilities.
Prairie Rattlesnake Conservation (Dan Fogell, Herpetologist) – Dan has conducted several
years of research on the rare Prairie Rattlesnake population at Broken Kettle Grasslands. Find
out how this population has survived and is being managed.
Iowa State Parks (Todd Coffelt, Iowa State Parks) – This session will introduce you to Todd
Coffelt, the new Bureau Chief of Iowa’s State Park system. Todd will provide his insight on the
state parks system and discuss their planning efforts for the next five years.
Conservation Easements for Counties (Joe McGovern, INHF President) – If you haven’t met
the new President for the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, this will be an excellent opportunity.
Joe has expertise with conservation easements and will provide information on how you can use
this tool to protect lands in your county, including the pros and cons.
Strategic Planning (RDG Planning and Design) – Strategic planning is becoming a necessity
for county conservation systems. RDG will have several team members to explain what strategic
planning can do for your system.
Next Generation Science Standards (Jean Eells, E Resources Group) – Jean will address
our conference with ideas to incorporate more science standards into our environmental
education programming in conjunction with our local school districts.
We are working on a few other topics for Saturday morning, but we anticipate several of these
sessions will offered more than once to give more guests a chance to participate. There will be
much to experience and much to learn at this year’s conference, so plan now to attend! See you
in September!

Coming soon: Full Registration Packet!
Get your rooms reserved now!
CONFERENCE WEB PAGE: http://mycountyparks.weebly.com/2014-fall-conference.html

June 13th – UNI _ Cedar Falls
The Iowa Trails Summit is celebrating its fifth year!
Bringing together a group of trails and community
development experts to share ideas and innovations that
influence the future of trails, outdoor recreation, and
economic development in Iowa. Speakers represent a
diversity of trails users to create an event that has a
proven track record of providing information and fun for all
conference attendees. This award-winning event has
been recognized by the National Park Service’s Mid
America Trails and Greenways for its unique approach to
trails users working together to build healthier
communities. This year’s trails summit has over 20
presenters, our most power-packed group of experts on
Iowa trails development; innovators and innovations that
can change the future; ideas for building public
engagement; topics include climate change and the
wonders of a child’s adventurous mind. There will be
special presentations on new trails attractions from all
corners of Iowa. Our master of ceremonies is master
storyteller and trails enthusiast Chuck Offenburger.
Information? Contact Peter Komendowski by email:
pkomendowski@gmail.com or phone: 319-269-8493.
REGISTER: http://iowatrailssummit.org/2014-summit/

IACCB MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
The FY2015 IACCB Membership Renewal information
was been distributed via email to each County
Conservation Director last week. (Should you have not
received one – please let me know) From the $25
Million for REAP news release last week…”I am often
asked to demonstrate "What do my IACCB Dues provide
for OUR CCB?" You may not see all the work that goes
on behind the scenes on a 12-month basis to support
REAP - but IACCB is a major participant in all aspects of
both legislative and educational efforts. Our lobbyists
work tirelessly on REAP year round, our presence at the
REAP Alliance table on a monthly basis has been critical,
and our support in time and resources of the REAP
Assemblies, REAP Congress and REAP Coordinator
Tammie Krausmann are all a part of IACCB's long history
with REAP. Without your support, participation and
membership - our successes would not be so great - so,
MANY THANKS once again to you all!” Deadline for
FY2015 membership renewal is August 1st – thanks!

OHV PARK DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP – Webster County, May 16-17
The National-Off Highway Vehicle Conservation Council (NOHVCC), in conjunction with the Iowa Central Community
College, the Webster County Improvement Corporation, the Webster County Conservation Department, the City of Fort Dodge
Convention and Visitors Bureau, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, and the Iowa OHV Association will conduct an
OHV Park Development Workshop on May 16-17, 2014. Workshop will focus on:
•
Planning and building sustainable trail systems and OHV parks
•
Partnering opportunities and how to maximize those opportunities
•
A tour of the Gypsum City OHV Park located in Fort Dodge
Friday and Saturday have different agendas (see website) - Friday focuses on topics of interest to state, county, and city
government leaders, planners, land managers, and recreation managers. Saturday focuses on how partnerships with
enthusiast organizations and individuals can improve and expand OHV park opportunities. Government personnel and OHV
enthusiasts are invited to attend both days.
Each day will have morning sessions held at the Iowa Central Community College and afternoon field sessions held at the
park. Trails Unlimited, which is an enterprise of the U.S. Forest Service and an expert in motorized trail building, will conduct a
tour of the trail expansion project and provide demonstrations of equipment and techniques used to construct the new trail.
If you are planning to participate in one of the tours, you are encouraged to bring your properly registered ATV, off-road
motorcycle, or side x side. If you do not have a machine, we will have drivers and machines that can take you out to see the
topography of the park and participate in the sessions. All participants must have the following personal protective equipment
to participate:
• Helmet, eye protection, gloves, jersey or long-sleeve shirt, long pants & over-the-ankle boots
In order to plan for lunches and to have enough machines on hand, it is extremely important to register for this event at
http://nohvcc.org/Education/Workshops/IAohvworkshop2014 . Registrations should be completed by Tuesday, May 13, 2014.
Please share this information with any of your club or association members, your county conservation leaders, and anyone
interested in learning about planning, maintaining, and building a successful, user-oriented trail system.

Questions or need additional information? …….Please contact Rhonda by e-mail or at 515-281-3208.

CONCERT ON THE PRAIRIE – June 6th – Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge
Would you enjoy listening to beautiful music, viewing spectacular art, and seeing incredible landscapes? Then this is the perfect
event for you! You’re invited to attend the second annual Concert on the Prairie on Friday, June 6th, from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00
p.m.! This event includes appetizers, wine tasting, art and photography displays, music from the Tropical Steel Caribbean Steel
Band, and prairie hikes. The event will take place at Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge (9981 Pacific St, Prairie City, IA
50228), just 25 minutes east of Des Moines. Concert on the Prairie is an event held to support art, music, and the work of the
Friends of Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge. Last year’s concert was a great success and Joan Van Gorp, president of the
Friends group, hopes that this year will be an even bigger hit. “Last year, attendees relaxed, enjoyed delicious food, and
listened to beautiful music, all while enjoying the view of the bison herd roaming across the tallgrass prairie,” said Van Gorp.
“And the best part, all of the proceeds go to this wonderful place, to continue to improve the prairie, the wildlife, and the
experiences people have here.” Tickets to this fantastic event cost only $40 per person, and include all food, drinks, and
entertainment. The deadline to purchase tickets is May 25th. For more information about the Concert on the Prairie or to
purchase a ticket, please visit the Friends of Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge’s website at http://www.tallgrass.org/

WALNUT TWIG BEETLE TRAPS
DNR walnut twig beetle traps and gypsy moth traps are going up EARLY NEXT WEEK.
The walnut twig beetle traps, photo at right, will stay for 4 week max before moving to
another site. For any questions, please contact Tivon Feeley, DNR Forest Health Program
Leader, 515-281-4915 or email: tivon.feeley@dnr,iowa.gov

IACCB Board of Directors – Positions to Open
Openings on the IACCB state Board of Directors will be available
this fall for representative Board Members from CCBs in Districts
5 and 6. We will also have an opening for a representative from
IACCBE with a term starting at Winterfest 2015 (next January). If
Board Members or Employees would like more information or an
application for these positions, please let me know:
IACCB@mycountyparks.com

VISITOR PROTECTION / EMPLOYEE SAFETY WORKSHOP
A modified version of the long-running “Visitor Protection Workshop” is in the
planning stages for the 2nd week of June in NE Iowa. Very tentative dates will be
June 10th or 11th, and be held at the NE Iowa Community College in Calmar, IA
in Winneshiek County. There will be no registration fee, and optional catered
lunch will be available at cost. Please let me know how many people you may
have interested in this workshop: IACCB@mycountyparks.com
(More information forthcoming)

http://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/Default.aspx
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14.
15.
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19.
20.

STORY - Naturalist
POLK – Barn Supervisor
MITCHELL – Office Manager
SCOTT CCB – Park Ranger
POTTAWATTAMIE CCB – Environmental Educator
MONONA CCB – Operations & Maint. / Asst. Officer
DICKINSON – Recycling Center Attendant/Tech.
KOSSUTH -P.T. Naturalist Intern
DES MOINES – P.T. Conservation Technician
POLK – Conservation Laborer I
BUENA VISTA – Maintenance Technician
BUENA VISTA – Spray Truck Driver
BLACK HAWK – Seasonal Park Maintenance
HAMILTON – Campground Hosts
SIOUX – Seasonal Park Technician
BUCHANAN– Naturalist Intern
POLK – Campground Aides
POLK – Stable Laborer
BUCHANAN – Seasonal Park Technician
BUENA VISTA – Campground Hosts

Full Time Employment

Seasonal/Part-Time

Located at the bottom of each and every page
of the MyCountyParks.com website.

