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This legislative report for the lowa Association of County
Conservation Boards and the lowa Natural Heritage Foundation
comes out every two weeks during the legislative session, but you
don't have to wait for two weeks to check on the status of bills of
interest. The IACCB and INHF Bill Trackers are updated daily -

bookmark the following links to keep up with daily action on bills of
interest:

e C(lick here for the IACCB Bill Tracker.
o C(Click here for the INHF Bill Tracker.
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Recreational Trail Liability

Legislation (SF 2063 and SSB 3147) to limit a local government's liability
from claims on recreational trails has been introduced in the Senate.
IACCB and INHF are registered in support of this proposal. A
subcommittee meeting on SSB 3147 has been set for this Thursday, where
supporters will try to convince at least two of the three subcommittee
members to advance the legislation to full committee. The subcommittee
on SSB 3147 consists of Senators Steve Sodders of State Center, Matt
McCoy of Des Moines and Charles Schneider of West Des Moines. Note
that Senator Sodders is the author of the other bill, SF 2063.

Budget Presentations

In preparation for the upcoming budget decisions on what will be funded
in the Fiscal Year 2015 budget (which begins July 1, 2014), the seven
Joint Appropriations Subcommittees of the Legislature are having a series
of presentations from some of the entities they typically fund.

Since all seven subcommittees meet at the same time every day and in
separate locations, it is difficult for any concerned citizen to keep track of
all of the presentations. Fortunately, the Legislative Services Agency in
recent years has done a very good job of ensuring that meeting notes and
handouts distributed at meetings are posted to the Legislative website in a
timely manner. (For example, you can access handouts from meetings of
the Agriculture and Natural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee by
clicking HERE.)

A few notes from some presentations to the Agriculture and Natural
Resources Appropriations Subcommittee recently:

Good Earth State Park
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Governor Branstad included in his FY 2015 budget request $2 million
toward the establishment of the Good Earth State Park in Northwest Iowa.
South Dakota has begun investing $5 million per year in the project,
developing 600 acres on its side of the border. If Iowa gets involved, the
park could become the first joint State park in the nation. The handouts
from that presentation are available HERE and HERE. Note the area is
referred to in the handouts as the Blood Run National Historic Landmark, a
name derived from the color of the Big Sioux River.

Iowa Parks Foundation

The Governor's budget also includes $2 million for the Iowa Parks
Foundation. At their presentation, they talked about Iowa's 1920 plan for
parks being the first in the nation, and wanting to build on that as the 100-
year anniversary of that plan nears. That presentation can be found HERE.

Your Legislative Team

Lobbyists
Craig Patterson | craig@ialobby.com | 515.554.7920

Amy Campbell | amy@ialobby.com | 515.554.5838

Legislative Resource Links
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IACCB Website
IACCB Bill Tracker

INHF Website
INHF Bill Tracker

lowa Legislative Website

Listen to live debate. lowa
Check schedules. Natural Heritage
Foundation

Find legislators.
Find legislative forums near you.
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