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Iowa’s County Conservation System      

Since 

1959 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

* May 31 – Wildlife Habitat 

Stamp Grant applications 

due 

* June 13 – District 2 Mtg. 

Winneshiek County  

* June 13 – District 5 Mtg. 

Jefferson County  

* June 18 – IACCBE 

Winterfest planning – Ames 

* August 7-9 –IAN Summer 

Workshop – Warren Co. 

* October 7-9 – CCPOA 

Annual Workshop at Camp 

Dodge – Johnston                 

* November 5-8 – IACCB 

Summit Series, Des Moines 

 

 

 
 

 

The IACCB Newsletter is 

produced on a periodic basis, and 

provided in digital format as a 

membership benefit to IACCB 

Members and stakeholders. 

PLEASE forward or make copies of this communication for your Board Members. 

* Sept. 26-28, 2013 - IACCB 

Fall Conference in Okoboji 

 

IACCB ANNOUNCES NEW PROGRAMMING FOR 2013 

At their May meeting this past week, the IACCB Board of Directors 

endorsed a new concept of training programs to be known as the 

“IACCB Summit Series”. Conceptually, these seminars will be tailored 

to meet the needs of a target group of employees or board members. 

      The 2013 Summit Series will be held on November 5
th

 thru 8th (Tues. – Fri.) at the Ramada 

Tropics Resort / Conference Center in Des Moines. Each day will start at 10:00 AM to allow travel 

time to the meetings, and conclude approx. 2:30 PM to allow travel time home. There will also be 

a room block available for those that may be attending more than one day. The tentative agenda 

for this fall includes the following: 
 

Tuesday, 11/5 – “CCB Directors – the 2020 Initiative” 

Wednesday, 11/6 – “IACCB Internet Portal Training” 

Thursday, 11/7 – “MyCountyParks.com E-Commerce Summit” 

Friday, 11/8 – “CCB Office Management Summit”  
 

      Unique to the development of the curriculum for these summit meetings is that we 

will be surveying targeted participants for their input on what subject matter they would 

like to see be included. Look forward to these surveys to be out in the next several 

weeks. By providing these educational and networking opportunities, we hope to fill 

some of the specialized needs within our system that cannot be otherwise fulfilled by 

Winterfest or other affiliate organization workshops (CCPOA, IAN, CCDA, IRVM). 

Inasmuch as IACCB hopes that many of you will plan to attend these sessions, it is our 

hope to provide them to you at little to no cost. Morning welcome refreshments and a 

noon luncheon will be provided. 

      We are extremely excited to be able to roll out this new IACCB program, and our 

effort here at the end of May is to get on your fall calendars. Stay tuned for additional 

agenda information and those surveys to arrive at your in-boxes soon!! 



  

TOURISM CABIN PROMOTION A BIG SUCCESS ON FACEBOOK! 

“We had an incredible response to our cabin promotion and hope that you and all of the 

participants were pleased with it as well!” – from Brooke Miller (IEDA). The Iowa Tourism 

Facebook page had an average of 551 visits/day during the four day promotion and received 

885 entrees into the competition.  The winner chose Winnebago CCBs’ Lake Catherine Cabin at 

Thorpe Park from the 6 fantastic selections. Thanks again to Buchanan, Wapello, Harrison, 

Mitchell, and Hamilton counties for providing pics, packages and information as the other five 

finalists, and to the other 12+ CCBs that participated overall. This was a great partnership for 

us with the Iowa Tourism Office, and really highlighted some of our great facilities out there! 

Facebook screenshots from the Iowa Tourism promotion of CCB cabins on May15 - 17 

CEDAR RIVER WATERSHED EDUCATION CAMPAIGN 

RECEIVES GOVERNOR’S 2013 IOWA ENVIRONMENTAL 

EXCELLENCE AWARD 

      “It is always rewarding to showcase and celebrate the innovation Iowans exhibit in creating new jobs and protecting our 

natural resources,” said Gov. Branstad. In addition to rewarding important efforts to improve Iowa’s natural resources, Gov. 

Branstad noted that highlighting success stories benefits other businesses and organizations in the state.  

      Following devastating flooding along the Cedar River in 2008, more than 20 County Conservation Boards partnered together 

with the goal of educating adults on their roles in managing and maintaining the Cedar River Watershed, which stretches from 

southern Minnesota diagonally through Iowa until meeting the Iowa River near Columbus Junction. After receiving a REAP grant 

for funding, educational tools were produced including TV and radio spots, monthly articles submitted to local news outlets, 

watershed signs and an educational program. The theme of the outreach is “We’re All in this Together,” a message emphasizing 

that not one person or group is responsible for managing a watershed. With nearly 1 million people to reach, data collected after 

the education program was delivered to community organizers and civic groups indicated the majority of people who had heard 

the message could explain it to someone else and planned to talk to their community leader(s) about best management 

practices for the watershed. 

      “Thanks to each of you for your help with this project and to Kari Lammer (Linn CCB) for preparing and submitting the 

Governor’s Environmental Excellence Award nomination” said Dennis Goemaat (Linn CCB) in an email to project partners. 

“Congratulations on your role in this important “award winning” effort.  I hope we can continue to make a difference educating 

people about the importance of watershed management” he further commented.  Linn CCB will accept the award on behalf of 

the coalition at ceremonies on June 27
th

.  IACCB kudos to everyone involved! ☺ 

RINGGOLD CCB LOOKING FOR “FRIENDS GROUP” ASSISTANCE 

      The Ringgold County Conservation Board is investigating the possibility of forming a 

Friends Group to assist with their nature center project and for future funding opportunities. 

They would like to be in touch with a county that has established a friends group/foundation 

and perhaps one that has a contract with the conservation board?? They are eager to get the 

ball rolling, and the board would like to see what other counties are doing……Please contact 

Kate Zimmerman, Director of the RCCB at: rangerkate@iowatelecom.net  

(NOTE: As with other previous inquiries, when you respond to Kate, please “cc” IACCB in on 

your communication so that we can also have a digital copy of the information for our files.  

Copy to: IACCB@mycountyparks.com – many thanks!) 

 



 

  

REAP GRANT REVIEWER POSITION OPEN 

      The REAP Grant Review Committee is looking for a county conservation person from   

Eastern Iowa to fill the position vacated by the departure of Kim Perlstein from Des Moines  

CCB. Responsibilities include: reviewing and scoring up to 40 grants during August 15-Sept.15 

 annually; travelling to Des Moines in mid-September to review grant proposals with applicants and make final grant awards; 

and some availability throughout the year may be needed to review grant amendment or  

extension requests.  Selection Committee members are allowed to submit grants applications, but must abstain from scoring 

or voting on their proposals. A qualified selection committee member is one who is very familiar with and champions the 

REAP program, and also has applied for and received at least one REAP grant.  www.iowareap.com  for more information.  If 

you are interested in this position, please contact Tom Hazelton at IACCB@mycountyparks.com  

IACCB BOARD ADOPTS NEW LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURES 

      The IACCB Board of Directors has adopted new legislative protocols as outlined in a 

proposal  from a CCDA sub-committee. (Committee had representatives from both CCDA 

and IACCB) The new procedures essentially blend the current IACCB procedures with those 

that have been evolving from the CCDA interaction with ISAC (Iowa State Association of 

Counties) legislation procedures. ALL proposed legislation will continue to be brought forth 

for discussion/ratification to the full voting body of IACCB at the annual meeting held at 

the IACCB fall conferences. Anyone wishing to have a copy of the new structure, please 

  contact Tom Hazelton at 

IACCB@mycountyparks.com  

          Healthy & Happy Outdoors (H2O) is an 

initiative to connect Iowans with outdoor 

resources as a way to reduce stress and improve 

their health. The program was launched by the 

Iowa DNR in partnership with the Iowa Tourism 

Office and several other non-profit groups.         

Iowans can go online to www.iowadnr.gov/h2o  

to find more than 30 types of outdoor activities 

at more than 1,600 state and county parks and 

recreation areas. 

         Participants who create an account and log 

their activities are automatically entered into 

prize drawings for outdoor gear. The H2O 

website will continue to grow with tips, links, 

activities and more. The goal is to have every 

park in the state listed. 

     Iowa’s County Conservation System is proud 

to be a partner with this initiative. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

CURRENTLY LISTED  AT:  http://www.mycountyparks.com/Info/Employment.aspx 
1. Linn CCB – Community Outreach Manager 

2. Warren CCB – Naturalist I 

3. Woodbury CCB – Resource Technician 

4. Wapello – Maintenance Technician 

5. P.F. – Iowa Outreach Coordinator 

6. Whiterock Conservancy - Dir. of  Development & Communications 

7. Polk  - Outreach Technician 

8. Scott – Seasonal Assistant Naturalist (Wapsi River EEC – Dixon, IA) 

9. Buchanan CCB – Seasonal Park Technician 

 

Located at the bottom of each and every page on the MMMMyyyyCCCCoooouuuunnnnttttyyyyPPPPaaaarrrrkkkkssss....ccccoooommmm website. 

Full Time Employment 

Seasonal/Part-Time 

54
th

 ANNUAL IACCB FALL CONFERENCE – OKOBOJI, IA 

WEB PAGE LAUNCHED – REGISTRATION PACKET NOW AVAILABLE! 
We hope that you have your calendars already marked, and have just been waiting for this announcement to get your 

registrations sent in! The link below will get you to the registration form and current conference program packet for our 

2013 conference in Okoboji, IA. We are looking forward to hosting you all in the Iowa Great Lakes region with dynamic tours, 

a robust agenda, all-new annual meeting format and other great programming! 

Registration deadline is September 6th……it’s first-come, first-served for the tours – so get the process rolling on your end! 

LINK TO CONFERENCE REGISTRATION: http://mycountyparks.weebly.com/ 

HARRISON CCB EXENDS A HELPING HAND 

Scott Nelson, Director for the Harrison County Conservation Board has checked in after 

hearing of all the struggles with flooding across the state. He is offering to assist other CCBs 

in need of flood preparation and/or clean-up as available. Should you find  

your county in need of such assistance – please contact Scott directly at 

(712) 647-2785 or via email: stnelson@harrisoncountyparks.org  THANKS  to  

Scott for this great outreach effort to CCBs being pillaged by all the 

excessive rainfall & flooding. 

MyCountyParks.com SOARING TO NEW HEIGHTS! 

We are pleased to note that our award-winning website has set yet another 

all-time monthly visitation record in April at nearly 186,000 visitors! We also 

continue to pile up the number of registered users on the site (those that 

have created a profile) – now totaling 27,708 individuals! (We gained 91 

new registered users on May 28
th

 alone!) Our first paid advertiser, Cedar 

Falls Tourism & Visitors Bureau – received over 52,300 views of their ad, 

and hundreds of click-thrus to their website. AND, we hope to bring a 

temporary intern on board soon to upload information on the 513 parks that are 

still missing from the site – from numerous CCBs across the state. It IS important 

that we have all 1,832 areas on the site to allow visitors to experience the wealth of 

services & opportunities we have! 


