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SGC=State Gov’t, TC=Transportation, WMC=Ways & Means, AC=Appropriations, JC=Judiciary, AgC=Ag, 
AgNRAS-Ag & Natural Resources Appropriation Subcomm (a joint Senate & House subcomm), HPSC=House 
Public Safety, EG=Economic Growth/Rebuild Iowa, VA=Veterans Affairs. 

Phone numbers to reach your Senator is 515/281-3371 & for your Representative is 515/281-3221.  To access 
bills, E-Mail address for legislators, & other info, go to http://www.legis.iowa.gov/index.aspx 

 
 

WEEK SEVENTEEN 
 
BACK NEXT WEEK.  With several big issues 
unresolved, the General Assembly will be back next 
week.   
 
SPECIAL NOTE.  Due to the length of the session 
and the number of important bills still unresolved, I 
have deleted several bills unlikely to be considered. 
 
LANDOWNER LIABILITY.  In a discussion with a 
key Republican representative involved in the 
negotiations on this issue, he made it clear that Farm 
Bureau’s position is the major sticking point in 
passing a bill.  The Bureau’s bill provides for 
immunity of “any activity undertaken for recreation, 
sport, exercise, education, relaxation, or pleasure, 
…”.  The bill provides that the “provisions of this 
chapter shall be construed liberally and broadly in 
favor of private holder of land” and it abrogates the 
holding in the Salle v. Stewart case.  Opponents 
think these portions of the bill are too board and will 
not be accepted in the S and possibly not in the H.  
The representative indicated that compromise 
language has been offered, but the Bureau has not 
accepted any change and that some representatives 
are not inclined to go against the Bureau’s position.  
Negotiations are still ongoing to reach a compromise 
that can gain enough votes to pass both chambers 
and be signed by the Governor.  This will take a new 
leadership bill or an amendment to an existing bill as 

both the HF & SF are funneled.  KEEP CALLING, 
EMAILING or GOING TO PUBLIC FORUMS. 
 
 
 
SF 435, AG & DNR APPROPRIATIONS BILL.  
No action by the conference committee.  In order for 
the conf comm to complete their work, H & S 
leaders will need to give the comm a new total 
budget target.  An increase is needed to increase the 
amount to REAP as the S has shifted some programs 
traditionally funded in the Environmental First Fund 
(EFF) to the General Fund.  The EFF has a limit of 
$42 mil leaving $12 mil for REAP in the H budget.   
 
SF 452, STANDINGS.  See the discussion on an 
expected floor amendment during floor debate in the 
H regarding authority to cease dog racing in Iowa for 
$100 mil payment by the two dog tracks. 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES & OUTDOOR REC … 
 
HF 499, CROSSBOW HUNTING. Authorizes the 
DNR to adopt a rule to permit crossbows to be used 
in the late muzzleloader season.  Moved to the S 
Unfinished Business Calendar. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
HF 638, RIIF – INFRASTRUCTURE APPROPS.  
The bill funds the following for FY ’14 (some of 
these appropriations were included in the 2012 RIFF 
bill): 
State Park Infrastructure $5 mil 
Lake Restoration  $7 mil 
Lake Delhi   $2.5 mil 
Water Trails   $0 
Watershed Review Bd $0 
Recreation Trails  $3 mil 
Great Places   $1 mil 
Comm Att & Tourism  $5 mil & extends the 
sunset to FY ’15 
Also changes funding method for the Environmental 
First Fund (EFF).  Previously this budget 
appropriated funds to the EFF.  This bill authorizes 
funding of EFF through a direct transfer from the 
wagering taxes.   

S amended & the bill is back in the H.  S 
amendment includes: 
Water Trails   $2 mil 
Lake Restoration  $8.6 mil 
Recreation Trails  $3 mil 
State Park Infrastructure $5 mil 
Lake Delhi   $2.5 mil 
Watershed Review Bd $0 
Great Places   $1 mil 
Comm Att & Tourism  $10 mil & extends the 
sunset to FY ’16 
River Comm Att & Tourism $2 mil 
 
SF 146, WATERCRAFT FEES.  Extends the 
requirement that increases from raising watercraft 
registration fees be used for aquatic invasive plant 
control, navigation laws and water safety to 2023.  
Governor signed.  Will delete. 

 
SF 389, HUNTER SAFETY COURSE.  Allows an 
Iowa resident who is 18 to get a certificate of 
completion of a hunter safety course without 
demonstrating safe handling of a gun.  Governor 

signed.  Will delete. 

 
SF 430, APPROPS FOR VARIOUS 
DEPARTMENTS.  Great Places $0.15 mil, historic 
sites $0.43 mil, unspecified amount for tourism and 
direction to assist various entities with tourism 
advertising.  In conference committee.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SF 435, AG & DNR APPROPRIATION.  (The S has no FY ’15 funding & the H is 50% of their FY ’14 
amount) Amended & passed H, amended & passed S, bill goes back to H.   

H action:  H amendment to fully fund REAP failed on a party-line vote.  The amendment to use $160 
mil of the ending balance to place in the Natural Resources Trust Fund failed 31-67.  Representative Drake 
offered an amendment to take $250,000 from the REAP Open Spaces Account for a South Iowa Development 
Authority.  The amendment failed on a voice vote.  An amendment that appropriates 50% of the FY ’14 budget 
amounts for FY ’15 passed and an amendment that prohibits state funds and employees from be used to 
construct a lake when both of the following are involved: 1) the lake is to be used for boating, fishing, 
swimming or other recreation activity, AND 2) the land is to be condemned.  The H version did contain funding 
to the DNR to develop an online manure management certification course.  The S amendment to the H 
amendment did not include this funding. 

S action:  S amendment adds $1.5 mil for an Ag Nutrient Mgt Center at Iowa State.  This is to be used 
for 1) fundamental understanding of nutrient mgt, 2) establish baseline of cons practices & identify trends, 3) 
develop models to determine linkage between hydrologic processes and nutrient transport, 4) field research of 
nutrient management practices and 5) develop and operate a network of sensors in priority watersheds to 
determine impact of practices.  The S amendment also strikes the H amendment language regarding 
condemnation. 

Conference Comm: S Conferees - Black, Dearden, Wilhelm, Rozenboom, Greiner 
H Conferees - Drake, Grassley, Klein, Bearinger, Ruff.  The H & S are so far apart with regard to total GF 
spending (the S is approx. $27 mil more than the H) that leadership from the H & S will need to agree on a new 
budget target for the committee to complete their work. 
 
General Fund (GF)       

DNR       (S amend)      (H amend)   (GOV)   
Operations   $12.517 mil  $12.766 mil  $12.517 mil  
Floodplain Mgt  $2 mil   $2 mil   $2 mil   
Forestry Health  $0.2 mil  $0.1 mil  $0.1 mil  
State Park Operations  $2.9 mil     0                        0   
AG    $17.1 mil  $17.5   $17.1 mil 
Soil Cons Admin  $2.55 mil  0 (See EFF)   0 (See EFF) 
Water Qual Initiative  $2.4 mil  0 (See EFF)  0 (See EFF) 
Water Qual Projects  $10 mil     0      0 
Soil Cons Cost Share  $6 mil      0      0 
Iowa FFA   $25,000   $25,000      0  
Local Food Program  $75,000  $75,000     0 
Farmers with Disabilities $0.13 mil  $0.13 mil  $0.13 mil 
 
Watershed Improvement Bd $4 mil      0      0  
Vet Diagnostic Lab  $3.488 mil  $3.488 mil  $3.238 mil 
  
Fish & Game Trust Fund  $41.078 mil  $41.078 mil  $41.078 mil 
 
Env First Fund (EFF)  $42 mil (RIIF)  $42 mil (RIIF)  $42 mil (RIIF) 
DNR 
REAP    $20 mil  $12 mil  $12 mil  
Volunteers   $0.1 mil  $0.1 mil  $0.1 mil 
Parks Operations  $3.71 mil  $6.61 mil  $6.61 mil  
GIS - Watersheds  $0.195 mil  $0.195 mil  $0.195 mil 
Water Monitoring  $2.955 mil  $2.955 mil  $2.955 mil 
Water Protection  $0.5 mil  $0.5 mil  $0.5 mil  
Animal Regulation  $1.92 mil  $1.12 mil  $1.12 mil  



Air Monitoring  $0.425 mil  $0.425 mil  $0.425 mil 
Water Quality Reg  $0.495 mil  $0.495 mil  $0.495 mil  
Geological Survey  $0.2 mil  $0.2 mil  $0.2 mil 
Keep Ia Beautiful  $0.2 mil  $0.2 mil  $0.2 mil  
AG 
Soil Cons Admin  0 (See GF)  $2.55 mil   $2.55 mil  
Water Qual Nutrient Mgt 0 (See GF)  $2.4 mil  $2.4 mil 
Cons Res Enhancement $1 mil   $1 mil   $1 mil 
Watershed Protection  $1 mil   $0.9 mil  $0.9 mil 
Farm Mgt Demo  $0.625 mil  $0.625 mil  $0.625 mil  
Ag Drainage Wells  $0.55 mil  $1.55 mil  $0.55 mil 
Cons Reserve   $1 mil   $1 mil   $1 mil 
Soil Cost Share  $6.65 mil  $6.65 mil  $6.65 mil  
  
Loess Hills/Hungry Canyons $0.475 mil  $0.525 mil  $0.525 mil  
 
OTHER FUNDS     
Snowmobile Fees to DNR $0.1 mil  $0.1 mil  $0.1 mil 
Groundwater Protection 
 Fund to DNR  $3.455 mil  $3.446 mil  $3.446 mil 
 
 
SF 452, STANDINGS.  1) Lake Delhi Flood 
Easements:  specifies that Delhi is "only required to 
possess the flooding easements or ownership which 
was held prior to the reconstruction as long as the 
former normal pool elevation is not exceeded and 
the spillway capacity is increased by at least fifty 
percent and b.  Flooding easement or ownership is 
only required to the top of the reconstructed spillway 
elevation."  2) Police Officers Killed On Duty:  adds 
police officers included in Section 97B.49B (county 
conservation peace officer) to allows their children 
to be eligible for higher education grants provided in 
Section 261.93.  3) Contractor Registration for 
County Projects:  requires contractors be registered 
with the State Labor Commissioner to be eligible for 
contracts with political subdivisions.  4) Tourism 
Marketing:  appropriates $582,000 for regional 
tourism marketing.  5) Public Safety Training and 
Facility Task Force:  contains portions of SF 304 by 
establishing a task force to study training and facility 
needs for various public safety occupations – police, 
fire, EMS, etc.  Amended & passed S. 

H amended SF by striking the language and 
inserting H language & passed HAC, amended & 
passed H, goes back to the S.  Items include: 1) Lake 
Delhi Flood Easements:  specifies that Delhi is "only 
required to possess the flooding easements or 
ownership which was held prior to the 
reconstruction as long as the former normal pool 
elevation is not exceeded and the spillway capacity 

is increased by at least fifty percent and b.  Flooding  
 
 

easement or ownership is only required to the top of 
the reconstructed spillway elevation."  2) Eminent 
Domain:  institutes various limits or prohibitions on 
condemnation for lakes and public parks (HF 219).  
3) Regional Tourism Marketing appropriates 
$810,306.  4) Community Cultural Grants $416,702. 
5) Amends Chapter 17A, Administrative Rules. 6) 
ATVs & ORVs: contains numerous changes 
regarding ATV definitions & use.  7) Police Officers 
Killed On Duty:  adds police officers included in 
Section 97B.49B (county conservation peace officer) 
to allows their children to be eligible for higher 
education grants provided in Section 261.93.  8) 
Firearms Records.  Specifies “permits to carry” are a 
confidential public record.  9) Firearms & 
Ammunition.  Makes fraudulent purchase of a 
firearm or ammo a class “D” felony. 

EXPECTED AMENDMENT.  There is an 
amendment expected to offered on the H floor 
during debate that lets the two dog tracks cease dog 
racing in return for a total of $100 mil ($30 mil next 
FY for a sinking fund for the Honey Creek Lodge 
bonds, & $10 mil for the next 7 years that will go to 
the Infrastructure Fund).  The sinking fund will free 
up funding in the DNR's REAP Open Spaces 
Account.  There is also some conjecture that the 
additional $10 mil per year for 7 years will be 
directed to State Parks. 
 



 
 
ENVIRONMENT & AG … 
 
HF 512, CAFO CALCULATIONS.  Allows a 
CAFO operator to elect to be treated as a small 
operation based on actual numbers of animals 
fed.  This then allows the CAFO to be exempt from 
paying compliance fees and filing manure 
management plans.  Requires the DNR to determine 
the period of election but requires it to be for at least 
the rest of the updated plan.  Terminates the election 
immediately if the operation no longer qualifies. 
Authorizes civil penalties.  Amended & passed S, 
goes back to the H.  S amendment provides a Code 
reference for the definition of “abandoned”.  The 
number of animal units is the highest number at any 
period of the election.  The election does not apply 
to buildings without animals if used to store manure 
unless temporary approval is granted by the DNR. 
 
SF 317, ORIENTAL BITTERSWEET.  Adds 
oriental bittersweet, garlic mustard, Japanese 
knotweed and Japanese hop to the list of prohibited 
invasive plants for sale or distribution.  Governor 

signed.  Will delete. 

 
LOCAL GOVT & OTHER … 
 
HF 211, CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS.  
Declares in-state construction contracts void and 
unenforceable if contract provisions require that 
laws of another state govern litigation, mediation or 
arbitration.  Governor signed.  Will delete. 

 
SF 295, BUSINESS PROPERTY TAX CREDITS.  
Creates a $50 million business property tax fund for 
commercial, rail and industrial properties.  
Appropriates an additional $50 million if the 
Revenue Estimating Conference certifies that 
General Fund Revenues have grown by 4%.  The 
fund is limited to a total of $250 million.   In 
Conference Committee.  H amendment includes the 
Governor’s property tax reforms, the House property 
tax reforms, HF 1 TAXPAYER TRUST FUND 
CREDITS and limits on spending from property 
taxes by local governments.   Establishes limits on 

property tax levies, with an adjustment/growth 

factor for future increases.  Limits ending 

balances.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
SF 384, TAKING POLICE RADIOS/ 
INTEFERENCE WITH OFFICIAL ACTS.  Makes 
removing a communication or control device a 
violation & increases penalties for interference of 
official acts that results in harm or injury extent and 
type of person involved (police, EMS, prison guard 
or other protected occupation).  Governor signed.  

Will delete. 

 


